
Welcome to 

 

 

 

 Chicago! 



 

IBCM Agenda for Tuesday June 21  
  

 

9:00 AM  Opening remarks by Jaret , Welcome from Museum 

  President Debora Lahey  

9:30 AM  Talk - Butterfly Conservation at the Nature  

  Museum (overview of efforts, programs)  

10:30 AM  Tour of Museum:  Grounds including Woody  

  Wickham Memorial Butterfly Garden, Butterfly 

  Haven, Butterfly Conservation Lab  

12:00 PM   Lunch (provided)  

1:30 PM Talk - Swamp Metalmark Conservation  

2:30 PM Break  

3:00 PM  Talk - Citizen Science Programs  

5:30 PM Social at Nature Museum  

  (horderves , drinks provided)  

 



Butterfly Conservation at the  

Peggy Notebaert Nature 

Museum 
 
Vincent Olivares 

Chicago Academy of Sciencesô Peggy Notebaert Nature 

Museum 



Regal Fritillary  
(Speyeria 

idalia) 

ÅLive in tall-grass 

prairies. 

 

ÅThreatened in 

Illinois & Nearly 

extinct east of the 

Mississippi.  

 

ÅUnivoltine. 

 

ÅFemales estivate 

as adults 

throughout much 

of the summer. 

 

ÅFemales lay many 

eggs. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Host Plants 

  
Common Blue 

Violet 
(Viola sororia) 

  

Arrowleaf Violet 

(Viola sagittata)   

Birdsfoot Violet 

(Viola pedata) 





Silver- Bordered 
Fritillary 
(Boloria selene) 

ÅFound in 

meadows, prairies 

and roadsides. 

 

ÅUncommon in 

northern IL. 

 

ÅMultivoltine. 3 

generations per 

year 

 

ÅOverwinter as 3rd 

Instar 

 

ÅEasy to rear and 

donôt have to 

overwinter in the 

lab. 

 

 
 

 

 





Swamp 

Metalmark (Calephelis 

mutica) 

ÅLive in rare types 

of       wetlands 

called fens. 

 

ÅEndangered in 

Illinois with the 

last confirmed  

record in the mid-

1980ôs. 

 

ÅUnivoltine. 

 

ÅFemales lay very 

few eggs. 

 

ÅOverwinter as 

larvae but little is 

known about the 

details of their 

diapause.  

 

 
 

 

 



Host Plants 

  

Swamp Thistle 

(Cirscium 

muticum) 





Gorgone 

Checkerspot (Chlosyne 

gorgone) 

ÅOpen areas, prairie 

slopes and ridges. 

 

ÅRare in Illinois with 

only a few small 

populations. 

 

ÅBivoltine. 

 

ÅLarvae estivate 

through much of the 

late summer. 

 

ÅDiapause as 3rd 

instar larvae. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Host Plants 

  

Pale 

Coneflower 

(Echinacea 

pallida) 

  
Showy 

Sunflower 
(Helianthus 
laetiflorus) 





Purplish 

Copper (Lycaena 

helliodes) ÅLive in wet areas 

including meadows, 

roadsides, ditches, 

and other disturbed 

areas. 

 

ÅMultivoltine. 

 

ÅPopulations have a 

tendency to wink 

out. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Host Plants 

  

Water Knotweed 

(Polygnum amphibium) 



Baltimore 

Checkerspot (Euphydras 

phaeton) 

ÅLive in bogs, 

marshes and wet 

meadows. 

 

ÅUncommon in 

northern part of 

Illinois.  

 

ÅUnivoltine 

 

ÅLarvae estivate 

Aug- Oct. 

 

ÅDiapause in Oct 

as 4th instar 

larvae. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

Mullein Foxglove 

(Seymeria 

macrophylla) 

 

  

Turtlehead 

(Chelone 

glabra) 

  

Foxglove 

Beardtongue 

(Penstemon 

digitalis) 

Host Plants 





Bluff Spring Fen  
Elgin, IL 



Bluff Spring Fen 1981 



Bluff Spring Fen 2003 



Gensburg- Markham Prairie 
Markham, IL 



Springbrook Prairie Nature 
Preserve 

Naperville, IL 



Captive Rearing is 

Necessary 



How We Got Started 



A Little Help 



We Decided to Change 

our Methods 



Captive Rearing 
Egg Laying  



Captive Rearing 
Egg Laying  



Captive Rearing 
Egg Laying  



Captive Rearing 
Rearing the 

Caterpillars 



Captive Rearing 
Rearing the 

Caterpillars 



Captive Rearing 
Overwintering Larvae- Our 

Biggest Challenge! 



Captive Rearing 
Overwintering Larvae- A New 

Idea! 



Captive Rearing 
Overwintering Larvae- Chicago 

Cages 


